Opening speech

Hello to you all and welcome to the first Brisbane Biodiesel Meet and Greet. 

Thank you for making the effort to come today. It’s a pleasure to have finally met you all and I’m looking forward to learning more about you, your experiences and to where we are heading together.

We’ve got a full day today and I hope we can share our collective experience and provide a valuable source of learning for newcomers while satisfying the needs of the more seasoned users in the biodiesel scene.

I’d like to start firstly by thanking Peter who has been gracious enough to host us for the day. He was one of the first to put up his hand to have us here today and I believe he has done so for his interest in Biodiesel and wanting to contribute to the sharing and learning. 

We’ll start the days proceeding with the meet and greet and what we’ll do is go around the table and I’ll invite you to give a short speech about your selves and what you’d like to get out of the day. 

At around 12 noon today we’ll have some lunch. Peter has fired up the BBQ and we’ll be asking for some volunteers to help out with the cooking so no one misses out on too much today.

After lunch we have the discussion topics that are both of particular interest to myself and what I have felt would be of benefit to the others in the group. Again we have had some people eagerly throw up their hand in support by offering to cover a topic either within their own interest or professional area. So for that I thank you all.
We’ll have an important presentation on biodiesel safety and first aid, then we move onto essential ingredients of Biodiesel and important features about them. 
Finally we’ll move onto the first in a series of our practical demonstrations, including the inspection of a Reactor, a titration demonstration and a number small test batches.
All of the notes will be available for downloading on the website so you needn’t feel that you have to scramble to take notes.
Let me start by talking a little about my self then I will invite you all to share your knowledge and experience 

Hello my name is joe and I am a Fitter and Turner by trade. I suffered an injury which prevented me from pursuing that career so I went to TAFE and studied a Diploma of IT and I’ve been working since 1999 as a computer support officer for Redland Council and Caloundra city council where I currently work.

I first heard of about Biodiesel roughly 8 months ago and haven’t slept a wink since. You can all relate to late sleepless nights pouring over google results and forum threads. I worked through the forums in the US until I came across the biofuels forum. I took up the offer from Robert from Sydney biodiesel to start up a Brisbane based site hosted by his brother and the rest is history. 

Personally I loved the idea of making my own fuel. To be honest the financial incentives offered with making my own biodiesel was very attractive but I am really  drawn to the idea of oil independence and the sneaky and snug feeling I get by making and using my own fuel.
I have a 1985 Mitsubishi Pajero which I bought in November to provide my self with some drive to start making and using Biodiesel. I drive about 120 Klms a day and I have been making and using enough biodiesel on average to cover about 50% of that. 
So that’s about it for me. I’m going to turn the floor over you all now and I invite you to stand up tell me about yourselves. I can only advise you to enjoy your selves by taking ownership of the day and getting full advantage out of it by asking questions and participating where possible. Thank you.
